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The USS PAWCATUCK (AO-108) was commissioned in May of 19^6 and 
is named for the Pawcatuck River which flows on the border between 
Connecticut and Rhode Island. Since original commissioning, she has 
carried her cargo of petroleum products into many areas of the world. 

Following her initial duty in the Carribbean in 19^7, PAWCATUCK 
moved into the Atlantic where she made her first Mediterranean deploy¬ 
ment in 19^8. She provided essential services for the Lebanon Crisis, 
in 1958, helped maintain naval units on station during the Cuban Crisis 
of 1962, and has participated in many fleet exercises and midshipman 
cruises, which have taken her to such places as Panama, Chile, Scot¬ 
land and the Dominican Republic. 

In September 1965 PAWCATUCK started an extensive conversion at 
Lorain, Ohio which gave her a new look and a second life. The conver¬ 
sion involved replacing the midbody, containing the cargo tanks, with 
a new longer midbody having about 50 per cent greater cargo capacity. 

The procedure of separating the hull and floating each section in and 
out of the dry dock is a story in itself. Although replacement of the 
midbody was the single biggest change, many other important improvements 
were made during conversion. Among other things, the single rudder was 
removed and a twin rudder design was installed. Kingposts with out¬ 
riggers, ramtensioned span wires and high lines, electric-hydraulic 
winches, cargo elevators, helicopter pick-up area and new cargo pumps 
truely modernized the PAWCATUCK's ability to serve its customer ships. 
Diesel generators totaling i+500 kw of output were added to supply power 
to the new equipment. The jumboization of PAWCATUCK was completed and 
she rejoined the Atlantic Fleet in October 1967* 

Her first deployment after conversion was to the Mediterranean 
in January 1968, and she has returned frequently to that area. PAWCATUCK 
was in the Mediterranean during the 1973 Yom Kippur war and provided 
support to the Sixth Fleet ships who were operating intensively at that 
time. PAWCATUCK returned from her most recent Mediterranean deployment 
this May. 

Spanning four decades the USS PAWCATUCK has serviced the U. S. 

Fleet and our allies in peace and war, and with age she gains resolve 
in providing the best logistic support available. 
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COMMANDER JAMES E. JOHNSON 

Commander JOHNSON vas born in Boulder, Colorado on 12 August 
193^ and graduated from the U. S. Naval Academy in 1956. He served 
an initial tour of duty aboard the attack transport USS BEXAR. Follow¬ 
ing this assignment he entered the submarine force and served in the 
submarines USS IREX, USS ALBACORE, AND USS REDFIN. He was designated 
qualified for command of submarines during this latter tour. Later he 
served in the commissioning crew of the Navy's first replenishment oiler, 
USS WICHITA, as Executive Officer. 

His shore tours have included service on the staff of the Commander 
Anti-Submarine Warfare Force, U. S. Atlantic Fleet in Norfolk, Virginia 
and in the office of the Chief of Naval Operations in Washington D. C. 

He also attended the U. S. Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, 
California where he was awarded a Master of Science Degree in Engineering 
Electronics. 

Commander JOHNSON has commanded PAWCATUCK since August 1973. He has 
been ordered to report to the Industrial College of the Armed Forces in 
Washington, D. C. as a student. His decorations include the Navy Commen¬ 
dation Medal, a Gold Star in lieu of a second award and the Navy Achieve¬ 
ment Medal. He is also authorized to wear the Navy Unit Commendation, 
Meritorious Unit Commendation and various compaign and service medals. 




CAPTAIN ROBERT W. BROOM 


Born in Slidell, Lousiana on 30 January 1924, Captain Robert W. 
BROOM's seagoing career began in the early 1940's. His first job was 
as a seaman on towboats sailing the waterways of South Louisiana and 
the Mississippi Sound between New Orleans and Mobile. 

Deciding to go deep-sea in 1947, Captain BROOM shipped as an able 
bodied seaman with Waterman Steamship Co. in the S. S. GRANGE VICTORY; 
Delta Line's S. S. DEL MAR, S. S. DEL SANTOS, and S. S. DEL CAMPO; and 
Alcoa Steamship Company's S. S. JOHN PAUL JONES. 

Having joined the Military Sealift Command in 1949, Captain BROOM 
has come through the ranks starting as a third mate, and now holding the 
license of a Master Mariner. 

As a member of the Military Sealift Command, Captain BROOM has served 
aboard the troop transports S. S. STURGIS and S. S. GR EET, Y on runs between 
the United States and Europe. As Master, Captain BROOM has commanded 
ten ships for the Military Sealift Command which include the following: 
USNS MULLER, USNS TARUS, USNS COMET, USNS SANDS, USNS RANGE RECOVERER, 

USNS MIZAR, USNS RANGE SENTINEL, USNS WYMAN, USNS KANE AND USNS GAMMON. 

As Master of the USNS MULLER, Captain BROOM was responsible for 
the rescue of ten persons from a sinking boat in 1964. As Master of the 
USNS COMET in 1965-1966, Captain BROOM shuttled supplies in support of 
the Vietnam Conflict, and as Master of the USNS RANGE RECOVERER from 1967- 
1971, he supported NASA's Wallops Station Missile Range. 

For his service, Captain BROOM has received four Smart Ship Award 
commendations. 



MILITARY SEALIFT COMMAND, ATLANTIC 


Today marks another milestone in the Military Sealift Command's 
growing navy fleet support role. With the transfer of the fleet oiler 
USS PAWCATUCK, the Command will have six such vessels serving with navy 
fleets worldwide. PAWCATUCK eventually will join USNS MARIAS and USNS 
WACCAMAW serving the Sixth Fleet. 

Since the summer of 1972 when Military Sealift Command ships became 
integral elements of the U. S. Navy's fighting fleets at sea, the Command's 
fleet support force has increased steadily. As of today there are 13 
support ships including four ocean tugs, two cable layers, one refrigerated 
stores ship and six oilers. 

The civil service crewmen who serve in these ships have done a 
tremendous job, winning praise and earning the professional respect 
of the officers and men aboard the navy ships they support. They 
and the ships which they operate are a vital part of the navy fleet. 
PAWCATUCK is a welcome addition to the MSC Fleet support program, and 
in her future operations, she will continue to add to her already 
illustrious history. 
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ASSUMED 




COMMANDING OFFICER 

COMMAND 

RELIEVED 

CAPT. 

CECIL G. MCKINNEY, USNR 

10 

MAY 

1+6 

10 

AUG i+6 

CAPT. 

PHILLIP G. STOKES, USN 

10 

AUG 

1+6 

16 

JUN 1+7 

CAPT. 

HARRY T. CHASE, USN 

l6 

JUN 1+7 

11 

SEPT 1+8 

CAPT. 

JOHN E. FITZGIBBON, USN 

11 

SEPT U8 

27 

SEPT 1+9 

CAPT. 

FRANCES M. CARTER, USN 

27 

SEPT 1+9 

7 

DEC 50 

CAPT. 

JAMES M. WOOD, USN 

7 

DEC 

50 

7 

APR 51 

LCDR. 

JOSEPH S. HULLINGS, JR., USN 

7 

APR 

51 

9 

APR 51 


(XO ACTING AS CO) 






CAPT. 

JOHN A. FITZGERALD, USNR 

18 

APR 

51 

15 

AUG 52 

CAPT. 

WILLIAM R. WILSON, USN 

15 

AUG 

52 

1 

MAY 53 

CAPT. 

WILLIAM T. DUTTON, USN 

1 

MAY 

53 

1 

MAY 5l* 

CAPT. 

HARRY L. REITER, JR., USN 

1 

MAY 

5b 

9 

AUG 55 

CAPT. 

BLISH C. HILLS, USN 

9 

AUG 

55 

16 

AUG 56 

CAPT. 

JOHN L. CHEW, USN 

16 

AUG 

56 

8 

DEC 56 

CAPT. 

ROBERT C. MORTON, USN 

8 

DEC 

56 

16 

DEC 57 

CAPT. 

WILLIAM R. BARNES, USN 

16 

DEC 

5 7 

17 

JAN 59 

CAPT. 

HEYDON F. WELLS, USN 

17 

JAN 

59 

27 

JAN 60 

CAPT. 

ALAN RAY, USN 

27 

JAN 

60 

26 

JAN 6l 

CAPT. 

F.A. BARDSHAR, USN 

26 

JAN 

6 l 

22 

AUG 6l 

CAPT. 

DEXTER C. RUMSEY II, USN 

22 

AUG 

6 l 

30 

JUL 62 

CAPT. 

GILES F. BUNN, USN 

30 

JUL 

62 

17 

APR 63 

CAPT. 

PIERE CHARBONNET, JR., USN 

17 

APR 

63 

10 

MAY 63 

CAPT. 

LAWRENCE HEYWORTH, JR., USN 

10 

MAY 

63 

21 

MAY 61+ 

CAPT. 

MAURICE E. WALL, USN 

21 

MAY 

61+ 

15 

SEPT 65 

LCDR. 

DANIEL H. GARLAND, USN, 

15 

SEPT 65 

1 

AUG 66 


(XO ACTING AS CO) 






CAPT. 

WALTER W. HONOUR, USN 

1 

AUG 

66 

1 

FEB 68 

CAPT. 

FLOYD L. HORNE, USNR 

1 

FEB 

68 

5 

APR 69 

CAPT. 

CHARLES J. YOUNGBLADE, USN 

5 

APR 

69 

27 

AUG 70 

CAPT. 

BILLY PHILLIPS, USN 

27 

AUG 

70 

12 

OCT 71 

CDR. 

STEPHEN C. BELECHAK, USN 

12 

OCT 

71 

17 

AUG 73 

CDR. 

JAMES E. JOHNSON, USN 

17 

AUG 

73 

15 

JUL 75 








